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PORT OF KENNEWICK
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING

JUNE 25, 2024 MINUTES

Commission Meeting recordings, with agenda items linked to corresponding audio, can be found on the
Port’s website at: https://www.portofkennewick.org/commission-meetings-audio/

Commission President Skip Novakovich called the Regular Commission Meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ROLL CALL

The following were present:

Board Members: Skip Novakovich, President (via telephone)
Kenneth Hohenberg, Vice President (via telephone)
Thomas Moak, Secretary (via telephone)

Staff Members: Tana Bader Inglima, Deputy Chief Executive (via telephone)
Larry Peterson, Director of Planning and Building (via telephone)
Amber Hanchette, Director of Real Estate (via telephone)
Michael Boehnke, Director of Operations (via telephone)
Bridgette Scott, Executive Assistant (via telephone)
Lisa Schumacher, Special Projects Coordinator
Carolyn Lake, Port Counsel (via telephone)
David Phongsa, Capital/Marketing Projects Coordinator (via telephone)

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Commissioner Novakovich led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENT
No comments were made.

CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approval of Direct Deposit and E-Payments Dated June 14, 2024
Direct Deposit and E-Payments totaling $90,960.88
B. Approval of Warrant Register Dated June 25, 2024
Expense Fund VVoucher Number 105975 through 106007 for a grand total of $157,045.36
C. Approval of Regular Commission Meeting Minutes June 11, 2024

MOTION: Commissioner Hohenberg moved to approve the Consent Agenda presented;

Commissioner Moak seconded. With no further discussion, motion carried unanimously. All in favor
3:0.
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PRESENTATIONS
A. Congress for New Urbanism (CNU) Conference
Commissioner Moak recently attended the Congress for New Urbanism Conference in
Cincinnati, Ohio and presented his take aways from the Conference (Exhibit A). Commissioner
Moak emphasized place making at Columbia Gardens and Vista Field and the need to create
vibrancy at the Port’s developments.

B. Cayuse Five Day of Remembrance in Oregon City Tribal Event
Commissioner Novakovich reported on a memorial event in Oregon that he attended on behalf
of the Port of Kennewick where a monument was established to honor The Cayuse Five. He
reported on the historic significance of that memorial and the tragic story of those tribal
members. Commissioner Novakovich felt it was both an honor to be asked to attend and that the
invitation underscores the profound friendship we’ve established between the Port of Kennewick
and the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (Exhibit B).

REPORTS, COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
A. Kennewick Waterfront
1. Vibrancy Events and Marketing
Ms. Bader Inglima updated the Commission on how the Port is promoting both Clover Island
and Columbia Gardens to generate vibrancy and activity (Exhibit C). Ms. Bader Inglima
presented some of the Port’s new advertising promotions.

Mr. Phongsa stated due to the Blue Bridge construction traffic on Columbia Drive, the Port
saw an opportunity to try out billboard advertising on Columbia Drive. Mr. Phongsa reported
the Port will have a billboard advertising Columbia Gardens starting next month, until the end
of the year. Mr. Phongsa outlined the event schedule at Columbia Gardens and stated due to
the construction at Vista Field, there will not be any events held there this year. Mr. Phongsa
updated the Commission on the Port’s social media accounts and stated there has been a 786%
increase in engagement on Clover Island and 74% increase on Columbia Gardens and reported
that PS Media has created sponsored ads and pop ups for Port properties.

B. Vista Field Southern Gateway Project Update
Mr. Peterson updated the Commission on the Vista Field Southern Gateway project and stated the
project is on time and on budget (Exhibit D).

C. Commissioner Meetings (formal and informal meetings with groups or individuals)
Commissioners reported on their respective committee meetings.

D. Non-Scheduled Items
Ms. Hanchette reported that the Clover Island Inn has begun working on their property
improvement plan, as part of the Hilton Spark franchise requirements. CI Hospitality started
painting the exterior of the building white and hopes to be completed by boat race weekend. In
addition to the exterior paint, they will be adding the Hilton Spark image and signage.
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Mr. Boehnke reported that he has been working with a local metal worker to fix and reinstall the
Eagle statues at the Clover Island Boat Launch. Mr. Boehnke anticipates the statues will be re-
installed later this summer.

Commissioner Novakovich asked for thoughts and prayers for Ron Swanby, owner Swampy’s
BBQ.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mike Luzzo, Kennewick. Mr. Luzzo offered comments on Commissioner Moak’s CNU presentation and
stated that the Port should be cognizant of safety concerns for children in their planning for Vista Field.

No further comments were made.

COMMISSION COMMENTS
No comments were made.

ADJOURNMENT
With no further business to bring before the Board; the meeting was adjourned 3:28 p.m.

APPROVED: PORT of KENNEWICK
BOARD of COMMISSIONERS

DocuSigned by:
% Plovatkovich
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Skip Novakovich, President

DocuSigned by:
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Kenneth Hohenberg, Vice President

DocuSigned by:
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Thomas Moak, Secretary
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Summit Park @ Blue Ash

EXHIBIT A
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EXHIBIT A

Cincinnati Riverfront—the Banks
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EXHIBIT A

DORA—Designation Outdoor Refreshment Area



EXHIBIT B

Five Cayuse Men
Day of Remembrance

June 3, 2024

Permanent Tribute
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation
and City of Oregon
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Land, Earth EXHIBIT B
This land hears our prayers.
This land bears witness to all that happens here.

The names of the five elders who died here are not forgotten.

Their names echo across the Earth as we speak them.
These ancestors are buried nearby, far from their homeland.

Our families long to bring them home.
Perhaps the land where they are buried will reveal itself.

We continue to pray for these relations.

by Phil Cash Cash
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Historic Waterfront District
Vibrancy Events & Marketing

Columbia Gardens & Clover Island
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Columbia Drive Billboard EXHIBIT C
graphic on west side of billboard with image facing eastbound traffic
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Clover Island Social Media

INCREASE over previous 90 days
Followers: 107 Reach: up 2,000%
Engagement: up 786%

EXHIBIT C

3-second video views: up 100%
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Columbia Gardens Social Media

INCREASE over previous 90 days
Followers: 4.4k Reach: up 72%
Engagement: up 74%

EXHIBIT C

3-second video views: up 499%

1-minute video views: up
1,000%



ponsored Ads on
Social Media
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Upcoming Events

EXHIBIT C
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