
PORT OF KENNEWICK 
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 

MAY 28, 2024 MINUTES 
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Commission Meeting recordings, with agenda items linked to corresponding audio, can be found on the 
Port’s website at:  https://www.portofkennewick.org/commission-meetings-audio/ 

Commission President Skip Novakovich called the Regular Commission Meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ROLL CALL 

The following were present: 

Board Members: Skip Novakovich, President (via telephone) 
Kenneth Hohenberg, Vice President (via telephone) 
Thomas Moak, Secretary (via telephone) 

Staff Members: Tana Bader Inglima, Deputy Chief Executive (via telephone) 
Nick Kooiker, Deputy Chief Executive Officer/CFO 
Amber Hanchette, Director of Real Estate (via telephone) 
Bridgette Scott, Executive Assistant (via telephone)  
Lisa Schumacher, Special Projects Coordinator (via telephone) 
David Phongsa, Marketing/Capital Projects Coordinator  (via telephone) 
Carolyn Lake, Port Counsel (via telephone) 

Commissioner Novakovich stated due to Mr. Boehnke’s absence, Item 7A, Kennewick Waterfront is 
removed. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Ms. Scott led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No comments were made. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Approval of Direct Deposit and E-Payments Dated May 15, 2024

Direct Deposit and E-Payments totaling $160,858.04
B. Approval of Warrant Register Dated May 28, 2024

Expense Fund Voucher Number 105895 through 105936 for a grand total of $119,056.92
C. Approval of Regular Commission Meeting Minutes May 14, 2024

MOTION:  Commissioner Hohenberg moved to approve the Consent Agenda presented;  
Commissioner Moak seconded.  With no further discussion, motion carried unanimously.  All in favor 
3:0. 
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PRESENTATIONS 
A. Vista Field Lot #15 Purchase and Sale Agreement

Ms. Hanchette presented a Purchase and Sale Agreement (PSA) with Kuki, LLC. for Lot 15 in
Vista Field and outlined the details of the planned Japanese restaurant (Exhibit A).

Commission and Port staff discussed the details of the PSA and expressed their excitement for
the new Japanese restaurant.

MOTION:  Commissioner Hohenberg moved to approve Resolution 2024-09 approving a Purchase 
and Sale Agreement with Kuki, LLC for the purchase of Lot 15 in the Port’s Vista Field 
redevelopment project; and that all action by Port officers and employees in furtherance hereof is 
ratified and approved; and further, the Port Chief Executive Officer is authorized to take all action 
necessary in furtherance hereof; Commissioner Moak seconded.   

Discussion: 

Commissioner Hohenberg looks forward to seeing this business thrive and he hopes that they 
stay so busy that they'll have to look for another location in the future as well.  Commissioner 
Hohenberg has heard great things about this restaurant and he and his wife are looking forward 
to frequenting it after it's open.  

Commissioner Moak stated he hopes this is the first of many restaurants that we will see at Vista 
Field and being the first one in, he hopes that will give them a leg up and is looking forward to 
that. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No comments were made. 

With no further discussion, motion carried unanimously.  All in favor 3:0. 

REPORTS, COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
A. Vista Field Southern Gateway Project Update

Ms. Bader Inglima presented a construction update for the Vista Field Southern Gateway project
(Exhibit B).  Mr. Phongsa has been posting photos to the Port’s social media accounts to keep the
public apprised of the project.

B. HRA VEBA Board Nomination
Mr. Kooiker received a solicitation from the Health Reimbursement Account Voluntary
Employees’ Beneficiary Association (HRAVEBA) Trust Board seeking a trustee board member.
Mr. Kooiker and Mr. Arntzen discussed it at length, and it was determined that this would be good
for the Port of Kennewick, because we are heavily vested in the VEBAtrust as a benefit for Port
staff and Commissioners.  Ms. Bader Inglima has drafted a nomination letter nominating Mr.
Kooiker to sit on the VEBA Trust Board; however, that does not mean that he will get nominated.
The position requires two meetings per year, a $25.00 per year fee, and it is an unpaid position.
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Ms. Bader Inglima clarified that the HRA VEBA is a nonprofit, multiple employer, voluntary 
employee benefits association which offers a funded health reimbursement arrangement and HRA.  
It has been a significant benefit to our Port, and we would like to make sure it is solvent, and stays 
managed well.  It is a seven-member board of trustees that manages all the assets and with Mr. 
Kooiker’s accounting background Mr. Arntzen felt it would be worthwhile to nominate him. If the 
Commission concurs, then we would send the nomination letter along with a bio. 

The Commission supports sending a nomination letter for Mr. Kooiker for the HRA VEBA Board 
of Trustees. 

C. RCO Grant Update
Ms. Bader Inglima presented the progress on the projects that the Port maintenance staff have made
on the RCO Local Parks Maintenance Grant projects (Exhibit C).

D. Commissioner Meetings (formal and informal meetings with groups or individuals)
Commissioners reported on their respective committee meetings.

E. Non-Scheduled Items
Ms. Bader Inglima shared that the celebration of life for Rod Mineke will be held at the Clover
Island Yacht Club on July 6th at 1:00 p.m.  As you recall, Mr. Mineke was instrumental in working
with the Port to rebuild the Clover Island Yacht Club (West Marina Professional Building).

Mr. Kooiker reported last weekend was the first weekend for the Clover Island concert series at
the Clover Island Inn, featuring the new portable stage.  Mr. Kooiker has seen many positive
comments on social media about how successful the weekend was with the new stage.  Mr. Kooiker
thanked the Commission for investing in the vibrancy of Clover Island.

Commissioner Hohenberg thanked the maintenance team for their diligence in keeping Port
properties maintained and free from weeds and the Vista Field water features clear.  Commissioner
Hohenberg offered kudos to the Port staff because they do the heavy lifting, and he appreciates the
efforts of staff to get the Port to this point of selling property at Vista Field.

Commissioner Novakovich also heard a lot of positive comments about that stage over the
weekend and thanked Port staff and his fellow Commissioners for agreeing to put that stage there
and believes it will bring more attention to the island and the Port ok Kennewick.

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No comments were made. 

COMMISSION COMMENTS 
No comments were made. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to bring before the Board; the meeting was adjourned 2:45 p.m. 

APPROVED: PORT of KENNEWICK 
BOARD of COMMISSIONERS 

Skip Novakovich, President 

Kenneth Hohenberg, Vice President

Thomas Moak, Secretary 
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     AGENDA REPORT 

TO: Port Commission 

FROM: Amber Hanchette, Director of Real Estate 

MEETING DATE:  May 28, 2024 

AGENDA ITEM:   Vista Field Purchase & Sale Agreement – Lot 15 
 Resolution 2024-09 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

I. REFERENCE(S):
• Letter of Intent dated August 16, 2023
• Resolution 2024-04 – 90 Day Right to Negotiate

II. FINANCIAL IMPACT:    Revenue $95,000

III. DISCUSSION:

Isabelle Yuri Na submitted her letter of intent to the port dated August 16, 2023, asking
to purchase lot 15 in Vista Field for construction of a 3,500 square foot, single story
Japanese restaurant.

EXHIBIT A
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Lot 15 is a highly visible corner parcel with frontage along Crosswind Boulevard, 
directly across from Vista Field’s signature water feature and a pedestrian bridge 
connecting Crosswind to the future activity slated for Lot 25.  The proposed building 
will be a stylish upscale restaurant serving Japanese style cuisine attracting customers 
with local wines and Japanese traditional sakes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The port commission approved a 90 day Right-to-Negotiate on February 27, 2024 
allowing port staff and Ms. Na to work through the details of a purchase and sale 
agreement now being submitted for commission consideration.   
 
The proposed building design continues to proceed through the Collaborative Design 
Process with the port’s Vista Field Town Architect, Matt Lambert of DPZ CoDesign.  
 
Ms. Na’s contractor CSW Construction is working through the permit process with the 
City of Kennewick and anticipates construction to begin in late summer/early Fall of 
this year.  
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A
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Purchase and sale agreement highlights:  

• Vista Field Lot 15 – 4,928 square foot parcel 
• 3,500 square foot restaurant building 
• Uses: Hospitality/Restaurant 
• Price - $95,000 fixed price for parcel.  
• Effective date = Date PSA is approved by commissioners 
• Time to completion = 24 months from effective date of PSA 
• PSA to be signed by Ms. Na as owner of Kuki, LLC.  
• Agreement is subject to Vista Field Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions, 

Vista Field Design Standards, an Obligation to Construct and Repurchase 
Option.  

• Contingencies:  
o Seller’s obligations to construct common area parking, use easement for 

waste container, license agreement for use of property during 
construction.  

o Buyer’s contingencies: feasibility study, environmental conditions, and 
financing.  

 
 
 

IV. ACTION REQUESTED OF COMMISSION: 
Motion:    
 
I move approval of Resolution 2024-09 approving a purchase 
and sale agreement with Kuki, LLC for the purchase of lot 15 
in the port’s Vista Field redevelopment project; and that all 
action by port officers and employees in furtherance hereof is 
ratified and approved; and further, the Port Chief Executive 
Officer is authorized to take all action necessary in furtherance 
hereof. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A
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Vista Field
Southern Gateway

Project Update

EXHIBIT B
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RCO Local Parks 
Maintenance Grant

$82,375
Projects/Progress

EXHIBIT C
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