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MOTION:  Commissioner Moak moved for approval of the Consent Agenda, as presented; 
Commissioner Barnes seconded.  With no further discussion, motion carried unanimously. All in 
favor 3:0.   
 
PRESENTATION 

A. Arts Center Task Force 
Mr. Arntzen stated Port staff, Ms. Luke, and the Arts Center Task Force (ACTF) have been 
working towards a Letter of Intent (LOI) for a Performing Arts Center for over a year; and today, 
Mr. Wiley will be presenting the Port Commission with a great opportunity.  Mr. Arntzen stated 
the LOI, if approved by the Commission, will be the first catalyst project at Vista Field.  Mr. 
Arntzen explained under the LOI, the Port would provide 2.2 acres at Vista Field for a nominal 
cost and the ACTF would fundraise, construct and operate a state of the art, 800 seat, Performing 
Art Center (PAC).  Mr. Arntzen indicated that the Tri-Cities has discussed a PAC for many years, 
and today, we are one step closer to fulfilling that desire for our community.    
 
Ms. Bader Inglima introduced Steven Wiley, the ACTF President, who will be discussing the 
LOI.  Ms. Bader Inglima stated Mr. Wiley is joined by several of the ACTF members and 
supporters of a PAC at Vista Field.  
 
Mr. Wiley thanked the Commission and staff for providing ACTF with the opportunity to present 
the LOI (Exhibit A) for the land to build a PAC in Vista Field.  Mr. Wiley stated a PAC has been 
the dream for many, with few opportunities to make it happen.  In 2014, the Port held a public 
charrette to identify what amenities the community would like to see at Vista Field and the public 
consensus was that a PAC should be included.  Encouraged by the outpouring of community 
support, the ACTF began working with Port staff to determine a course of action.  Today, ACTF 
has built a grass roots organization that has engaged people and groups across the Tri-Cities, 
raised funds from private donors, created a preliminary business plan, and hired L & M 
Architects from Seattle to design the building.  The facility ACTF has envisioned will transform 
the community and be the crown jewel of the Vista Field redevelopment.  The PAC will provide 
entertainment every week of the year, stimulate regional economic growth, promote tourism, and 
will assist in recruiting and retaining top talent at our local companies, provide new education 
opportunities, and vastly enrich the cultural life of the community.  Mr. Wiley stated the PAC 
will be a regional facility for the Tri-Cities and will not be funded by additional sales tax or 
property tax but funded by contributions, grants, naming rights, and operations.  The ACTF 
understands that the path forward will be difficult, however, we are confident that we will be 
successful, because of the passion, the commitment and the energy of the people of the Tri-Cities.  
Mr. Wiley stated together with the Port, we will bring the vision of a PAC to fruition.  Mr. Wiley 
thanked the Commission for their vision of what the Vista Field redevelopment could become 
for this community and how it could enrich lives.   Mr. Wiley presented the LOI to the Port 
Commission, to acquire 2.2 acres at Vista Field and urged the Commission to consider action.  
In addition to the LOI, the ACTF submitted a letter of support signed by the ACTF Board, the 
ACTF Advisory Board, the Mid-Columbia Ballet, Mastersingers, Musical Theatre and 
Symphony, and 20 local community performing and visual arts groups; the Regional Chamber 
of Commerce and Visit Tri-Cities.   Mr. Wiley thanked the Commission and inquired if there 
were any questions regarding the LOI. 
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