FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 10, 2017

Contact Tana Bader Inglima
Email tana@portofkennewick.org
Phone (509) 586-1186

MEDIA ADVISORY: Photo & Interview Opportunities

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE TO PRESENT 2017 GOVERNOR’S SMART
COMMUNITIES/SMART PARTNERSHIP AWARD

Kennewick, WA--On Tuesday, July 25, 2017 at 1:00 p.m., The Port of Kennewick, City of
Kennewick, Benton County, and Columbia Basin College representatives invite you to join
us for a 2017 Governor’s Smart Communities Award presentation. The project partners
were selected as winners of the 2017 Smart Partnerships category for their work to
implement a comprehensive plan to revitalize Columbia Drive by fostering a community
gathering place on the Columbia River’s interior waterfront, near the Cable Bridge. The
awards ceremony will be held at 301 E. Columbia Drive, Kennewick Washington.
Who:

Media and public invited

What:

Presentation of the 2017 Governor’s Smart Partnerships Award

When:

Tuesday, July 25th, 2017 at 1:00 p.m.

Where:

301 E. Columbia Drive, Kennewick, Washington

Why:

Recognize the partners working to revitalize Kennewick’s historic waterfront

The presentation of this award recognizes and honors the partners for their work in
implementing a comprehensive plan for the Columbia Drive Urban Revitalization project. It
recognizes that the project demonstrates excellence, innovation, and a creative
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approach to both planning, funding, and implementation. And it demonstrates a significant
shift in the way the jurisdictions work together.
The project priorities were crafted through thoughtful and active community planning and an
innovative approach to redevelopment objectives. It follows adoption of the Port of
Kennewick’s 2016 Comprehensive Plan update, as well as multiple resolutions approved
and Interlocal Agreements signed by the jurisdictions in support of the project. It involved
significant public engagement in which the community, working through a “pattern language”
process, identified the redevelopment activities and priorities. And it included a series of
highly attended, public, stakeholder meetings, where citizens and businesses provided
overwhelming support for reclaiming the tired industrial waterfront.
The City/Port/County/College partnership is a non-traditional approach to economic
development; yet this cooperative approach is what is successfully turning the neglected
and forgotten Columbia Drive Urban Revitalization Area land into a vibrant community
gathering place. This revitalization effort has the partners working together as the catalyst
for a mixed-use, multimodal, enology, culinary, and artisan-focused neighborhood.
The partnership is leveraging the strengths of each agency to transform an economically
distressed area into a destination waterfront. This effort is fostering job creation, attracting
new commercial development, and increasing tax revenues to benefit the local economy.
The partners are honored to receive the Governor’s 2017 Smart Communities Smart
Partnerships Award for their efforts in the Columbia Drive Urban Revitalization Project, and
proud to have been chosen to receive the award from an impressive body of work submitted
from around the state.
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July 25, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. Presentation of Governors Smart Communities Smart Partnerships Award for Columbia Drive Urban
Revitalization Project ~ 301 East Columbia Drive, Kennewick WA [turn left at Cedar Street / look for event/parking signs]

